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The International Baccalaureate ® 

Diploma Programme & 

Diploma Course Option



Denver’s newest high school offers a 

progressive, challenging and exciting 

academic opportunity for our 

community. All students will be 

immersed in the rich curriculum that 

the International Baccalaureate® (IB) 

programme offers and provides many 

options that will lead towards success.



The International Baccalaureate aims to develop 
inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young 
people who help to create a better and more 
peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, 
governments and international organizations to 
develop challenging programmes of international 
education and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the 
world to become active, compassionate and 
lifelong learners who understand that other 
people, with their differences, can also be right.

The IB Mission Statement



• Founded in 1968, as a non-profit educational 
foundation for students who were mobile 
internationally 

• Taught in over 4,375 schools in 147 countries worldwide

• Now offers four highly respected                                                             
programmes of international education.

• IB develops the intellectual, personal, emotional and social skills 
needed to live, learn and work in a rapidly globalizing world. 

• The national average ACT score is 21.  The national average ACT score 
for IB students is 27.

More About IB



Northfield students will be 

immersed in an approach 

to learning that encourages 

“international mindedness” 

as championed by the 

International Baccalaureate 

programme.



The process in becoming an IB school is a rigorous one. 

Northfield is a currently a candidate school and in the process of 

becoming an authorized Diploma Programme (DP).



Northfield’s IB Timeline:

• We are currently in Stage 3 of 4 in the authorization process. 

• Our Application for Authorization is due October 1, 2016.

• IB will conduct a lengthy site visit, as well as a thorough 
review of our application.

• IB’s site visit team will provide feedback and guidance as to 
improvements.

• Once authorization is complete, the Class of 2019 will begin a 
full array of IB courses in the 2017-2018 school year.



Northfield is an “IB for All” school.  This means that every student 

will be immersed in the robust and rigorous curriculum designed and 

supported by International Baccalaureate®.

Students may pursue the full Diploma Programme or take advantage 

of the rich curriculum that IB offers through the Diploma Course 

Option.

The International Baccalaureate® curriculum will prepare all 

students for the next chapter of life or academic career.



As a Diploma 
Programme and 
Diploma Course 
Option school, 
students will study 
from up to six subject 
groups as well as have 
opportunities within 
“The Core” 
components of IB. 



What is the difference between the 
Diploma Programme and the 

Diploma Course Option at NHS?

The Diploma Programme is the most 
challenging curriculum that IB offers.  
Colleges and Universities worldwide 
recognize and accept students who 
pursue and earn the IB Diploma.

The Diploma Course Option allows 
students to study primarily at the 
standard level while still preparing 
students for the next chapter of their 
life or academic career through the rigor 
if IB.



IB Course Mapping At Northfield 

• The process of developing viable course offerings has begun.

• Course offerings will be determined by staffing and budget.

• The following are drafts of what a four year sequence may look 

like for a NHS student in the six subject groups:















Myths about IB

• Students who pursue the IB Diploma won’t have a life

• Reality: Pursuing the full diploma is an ambitious goal.  Students who 

struggle having a balanced life can push themselves too hard. 

• The Diploma Programme is only for the brightest students

• Reality:  Students who work hard will find great success in pursuing the 

diploma

• IB is too expensive for most students and families

• Reality: IB is expensive but supports are and will be put in place by the 

school, District, and State

• Advanced Placement (AP) courses are better than IB courses

• Reality:  IB and AP are different.  AP focuses on content mastery while IB 

focus on the deeper  learning and developing the whole student.

• My GPA will be negatively effected.

• Reality:  IB classes will be appropriately weighted.



Northfield IB Parent Association (IBPA)

Please consider joining our IBPA.  Our current members are:

• Catherine Chew
• Ginny Creighton
• Stephanie Edinger
• Thea Judge
• Karla Rehring
• Chet Seward

Please contact Micah Porter, IB Coordinator at 
micah_porter@dpsk12.org



Questions and 

Answers


