
Reflections on Northfield’s IB Diploma and IB for All Program – Class of 2019 

 

In May, 2019, Northfield’s first class graduated from high school. Almost every one of our 150 graduates was 
an International Baccalaureate student by virtue of having taken a minimum of two IB classes during their time 
at Northfield. In addition, 47 members of the Class of 2019 pursued the IB Diploma, a rigorous course of study 
that requires them to take six IB level classes and culminates with an intensive research project.  

All students who take IB courses were required to take standardized exams at the end of their studies. These 
tests are assessed on a 7-point scale, with a score of 4 or above considered to be passing. Colleges in Colorado 
and other states grant college credits to students who pass these exams. Generally speaking, Diploma students 
who receive a cumulative score of at least 24 points and complete the “IB Core” receive an IB Diploma.  

Celebrations 

 We are proud that out of large and diverse cohort of students, 14 of our seniors earned the Diploma in 
our inaugural year, half of whom were students of color. In fact, the classes that were most inclusive of 
our whole student population showed the best results. 

 Almost every graduating senior took the exam in IB Language and Literature, and Northfield’s pass rate 
on that test approached 80%. 

 IB World Languages was another bright spot, with a pass rate that exceeded 90%. All but two of the 
more than 40 students taking foreign language B tests earned passing scores. 

 Over 60% of our students who took the IB Social Studies tests earned passing scores. 
 On the Theory of Knowledge exam, one taken only by IB Diploma students, all but one student earned 

passing scores. 
 In the second year that Northfield students tested in Environmental Systems and Societies, the pass 

rate increased over 50% from last year’s rate. 
 Last year, there were no scores greater than 5 on any exams; this year over 20 students earned scores 

greater than 5, including four who earned 7’s on select exams. 
 IB Diploma students who didn’t earn the full Diploma nonetheless received significant college credits, 

with one student reporting 17 credits earned at a four year, in-state university, the equivalent of a full 
semester. 

 Even IB Diploma students who did not earn the full diploma felt that their work in the rigorous 
program was worthwhile. The experience itself is an opportunity for growth that our students 
recognize. 

Areas of Growth 

 Nearly half of the students who missed earning the full Diploma did so by one or two points overall.  

I am currently taking 17 credit hours so it is a tough course load however, I feel very well 
prepared. I have a good set of note taking skills which is super helpful when taking pre-

lecture notes and lecture notes as the professors speed through their lectures! I also think I 
have a good sense of time management definitely all thanks to IB! 

- IB Diploma Student, Class of 2019  



 Pass rates in math and science were significantly lower than in language arts, foreign languages and 
social studies. Math pass rates ranged from 10% to 25%, depending on the specific exam. Science pass 
rates hovered around 30%, depending on the subject. 

 

Next Steps 

 Starting this year, all freshman and sophomore classes will have a “mini Internal Assessment (IA),” 
similar to the IA that is a cornerstone of the IB program. The IA will require students to dig deeper 
through research or investigation into each course of study. 

 Mr. Tobin, our IB Team Specialist, is performing a data analysis of the results to analyze specific areas 
of improvement to target with direct interventions. 

 Within the IB program itself, we will scaffold by providing more support and more checkpoints 
throughout the Internal Assessment (IA) process to make sure our students are on track. 

 In teacher professional development, we are working to connect LEAP, the DPS teacher assessment 
tool, to its IB counterpart, called Approaches to Teaching and Learning. We will map out areas of 
overlap between LEAP and ATL to support IB instruction across the school. 

 In math, we have brought in a new curriculum, textbooks, and teachers, including our new Senior 
Team Lead, Teri Stewart, who brings with her over 20 years of experience. Our new math team is more 
experienced and stable than any team Northfield has 
had before. 

 We are using the freshman ACCESS period to introduce 
study skills and time management and to build 
community and confidence in our first-year students, 
which we believe will enhance their preparation for 
rigorous IB studies going forward. 

 We will continue to encourage ALL of our students to reach for the IB Diploma, providing equal and 
equitable opportunities to every student that aims to pursue that path. 

 

I definitely feel it was totally worth 
it because it made me better. 
-IB Diploma Student, Class of 2019 

 I also have found that in particular, IB Biology lines up pretty well with the 
curriculum of General Biology here at Boulder. Although I did not receive 

credits from the test, taking IB Biology has definitely helped me succeed in 
this course.  

 
-IB Diploma Student, Class of 2019 

From the credits I did receive from IB, I have all of my elective credits covered so now I am 
able to focus on courses I need for my major (Integrative Physiology) and minor (Business) 
allowing to me graduate within 4 years! 
-IB Diploma Student, Class of 2019 


