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Part I: Course Materials 
Please have the following materials ready for the first day of class of the 2017-18 school year. 

 A 2 inch (or larger) binder devoted solely to this class 

 Set of 10-12 Dividers  

 Colored Pencils 

 200 sheets college ruled looseleaf paper 
 

Optional Support Materials 
KAPLAN AP Human Geography Review Guide (2015, 2016, or 2017)  
 
A Note from Your Teachers:  
Making a diligent effort to learn as much as possible by completing the film and reading questions below is both feasible 
and extremely important. We think this summer work will challenge your brain and your soul, especially because it 
revolves around something we all love: food. 
 
You will need to budget your time to ensure you do not leave the entire assignment until the last week of the summer. 
There is also a significant connection between your summer work and the classroom experiences we will begin at the 
start of the school year. One of the first major learning experiences we will have is mock trial, where every individual 
student is expected show their understanding of the film and the book in front of the class through simulated trial 
procedures. 
 
Be sure to read the directions as you start each part of the assignment below. We look forward to hearing your reactions 
and questions to what you’ve read and seen, rookie Nighthawks.  
 

 

Part II. Watch the Robert Kenner documentary “Food Inc.” (40 points) (Available on Netflix and The Denver Public 
Library) 
Directions: Before watching the documentary, please read over the questions and copy them onto a separate sheet of paper, leaving 
room to write notes. As you watch write, down facts from the film, images that stick with you, questions the film provokes, and 
connections/thoughts you make. Once you have taken sufficient notes, answer each of the following questions in complete 
sentences on a separate sheet of paper. You might consider pausing the film to answer as you go. Each response SHOULD BE 
HANDWRITTEN AND SHOULD BE 5-8 sentences each! Use examples and detail from the film.  If you are having trouble accessing this 
film, please e-mail Mr. Wright (peter_Wright@dpsk12.org) ASAP. 
 
Warning: This film is rated PG but has some graphic imagery, particularly of livestock slaughter and processing. While it is 
encouraged that you watch the entire film, please be aware of certain points that may be hard to watch for those who are sensitive 
to this type of imagery. Feel free to skip over these sections if needed. 
Points in the film that have graphic imagery include, but are not limited to: 
 22:55-24:00 47:20-49:15 52:10-53:15 (while you may not watch this segment, please listen if possible) 
 

1. Explain how agricultural corporations utilize the imagery of traditional farm culture and healthy food production to 

influence the way consumers perceive their average grocery items. 

2. Describe how major livestock companies affect the ways that smaller farmers organize and operate their farms. 
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3. Explain the ways in which corn has transformed the composition of foods, especially processed items that are commonly 

found in grocery stores. 

4. What response has the U.S. federal government (specifically the US Department of Agriculture) given to the outbreaks of e-

coli in US beef production? 

5. Compare and contrast the cost of processed foods with fresh foods. Describe the relationship between socioeconomic 

status (especially those with low household incomes) and food consumption. 

 
 

6. At 49:37 in the film, Joel Salatin of Polyface Farms states: “…A culture that just views a pig as a pile of protoplasmic 

inanimate structure to be manipulated by whatever creative design that human can foist on that critter… will probably view 

individuals within its community and other cultures in the community of nations with the same type of disdain and 

disrespect and controlling  type mentality.” 

Explain what the Salatin’s quote means in context of industries and corporations behaviors toward animals and consumers.  
 

7. A large portion of the film focuses on the role of the major agribusiness corporation Monsanto and their growing control 

over soy bean production. Describe the ways Monsanto is maintaining control over the soy industry and how it influences 

smaller farmers. 

8. Most documentaries are crafted to persuade their audience of a certain perspective or viewpoint and often include some 

element of bias. Describe one way in which this film demonstrates a bias regarding corporate food production and provide 

at least one opposing perspective that challenges the film-maker’s biases. 

 
Part III. Outside Reading: Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser (60 points) 
 
Directions: Purchase or check out from library and complete the following questions. Responses should be written in complete 
sentences, but SHOULD NOT be more than 2-3 sentences each. THIS MUST BE HAND WRITTEN ON A SEPARATE SHEET – No typed 
assignments will be accepted, except in cases of a documented 504 or IEP 

Introduction 

1. How does the fast food industry embody the best and worst of American capitalism? (6) 
2. What political and social factors enabled the fast food industry to prosper during the past thirty years? (8) 
3. How is the 'American world view' embodied by the fast food industry? (9)  

Chapter 1: The Founding Fathers (Histories of numerous fast food companies) 

4. What elements of Southern California "culture" contributed to and encouraged the development of fast food restaurants? (15-17) 

Chapter 2: Your Trusted Friends (Marketing, especially to children) 

5. Compare and contrast Walt Disney and Ray Kroc as they developed their enterprises. At what points did they cooperate? (34  42) 
6. Discuss the fast food industry's marketing to children and explore the ethics of targeting children, especially as they relate to 
advertising in schools. (42+)  

Chapter 3: Behind the Counter (Employees and their treatment) 

7. Who are the employees of fast food restaurants and why are these particularly groups usually hired? (68  70) 
8. Why haven't fast food workers unionized and what tactics have management used to defeat union efforts? (76  78) 
9. Most fast food workers are non-union. How has this circumstance affected employee working conditions? 
10. How safe are the working conditions at fast food restaurants, and what are the typical dangers employees encounter in their 
work places? How are safety issues typically handled in the workplace? (83  87) 
11. Imagine yourself a fast food industry employee. If you were injured on your job, what might dissuade you from bringing the 
injury to your manager's attention? If the injury were serious, what would you do if you did not have health insurance nor the 
money to pay for medical treatment?  
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Chapter 4: Success (The development of franchising) 

12. Eric Schlosser states, "Becoming a franchise is an odd combination of starting your own business and going to work for someone 
else." What are the advantages of starting your own business and what are the disadvantages? What are the advantages of working 
for someone else and what are the disadvantages? 
13. What legal issues have been involved with fast food franchises? 
14. In what particular legal action has the Subway fast food franchise been involved? (100-102)  

Chapter 5: Why the Fries Taste Good (Potato-growing and processing and how foods are flavored and colored artificially) 

15. Why are family farms disappearing; in particular, why are there few small potato farmers? (116-119) 
16. How does the take-over of agriculture by corporate farms change the social and economic structure of rural communities?  

Chapter 6: On the Range (The ranching industry) 

17. How do development pressures and the dictates of the fast food industry affect the cattle business? 
18. How have the myth of the cowboy and the image of the hard-working rancher become irrelevant in today's rural culture? (136) 
19. Historically, government has protected businesses against trusts, monopolies, and price fixing. How has government's role been 
changed to allow corporate domination in such industries as cattle-raising and meat processing? (137) 
20. How has corporate domination of agriculture affected family farming and ranching? Is the American ideal of independence and 
self-reliance still a viable goal for rural Americans? Why or Why not? (137) 
21. How has the fast food industry changed the traditional chicken farmer into little more than a share-cropper or "serf"? (139) 
22. When individual farmers and ranchers lose their land to the conglomerates, they lose more than just dollars and cents. Eric 
Schlosser says, "The land that has been lost is not just a commodity." What does this mean and what does 'land' represent in farm 
culture?  
 
Chapter 7: Cogs in the Great Machine (The meat-packing industry)  
23. How have the demands of the fast food industry changed the social structure and character of towns involved in cattle raising 
and meat-processing? (149+)  

Chapter 8: The Most Dangerous Job (Worker safety in meat-processing plants) 

24. According the Eric Schlosser, "Meatpacking is now the most dangerous job in the United States." What makes the job so 
dangerous, and how are injured workers typically treated, administratively and medically? Why? (172-174)  

Chapter 9: What's in the Meat (E. coli and other foodborne pathogens in meat) 

25. How has the meat-processing/meatpacking industry been a spreader of disease (196) and what elements in meatpacking are the 
cause of most meat contamination? (217) 
 
Chapter 10: Global Realization (American fast food presence abroad and health effects of fast food) 
26. Why are so many Americans obese and what part might fast food play in this relatively recent development? How do Americans 
compare with people in other countries in terms of obesity? (240) 
27. Why have fast food companies increased the size of their portions and how might that affect Americans' health. (241) 
28. Why do some people in other countries object to American fast food companies setting up business in their neighborhoods? To 
what do they object? (243-244)  

Epilogue: Have it Your Way (What can be done to solve the problems inherent in the domination of the fast food industry?) 

29. Discuss the 'free market' concept. Eric Schlosser says this concept "has cloaked changes in the nation's economy that bear little 
relation to real competition or freedom of choice." To what is he referring? (260) 
30. As discussed in the Epilogue, what suggestions does the author make to remedy some of his criticisms of fast food culture?  
 
 
*Big thanks to Kevin Fox, who created the basis of this assignment and has been enormously helpful to Northfield’s Social Studies 
team. 


