
 
 
 
23 July 2020 
 
Dear Northfield Families - 
 
As you know by now from DPS, the coming school year will be very different for us from years 
past due to the continuing transmission rate of Covid-19. The start date has been pushed back to 
August 24, and we will begin school remotely until at least September 8th. Our school is fielding 
many questions from parents right now about what to expect this fall, and we empathize deeply 
with your concerns. Below we have collected some updated information that we hope will be of 
help to you. We know how difficult it is right now for so many families, and how frustrating the 
changes to our typical school year are. We are grateful to be collaborating with an incredible 
team and enjoying community support as we work to make the best plans possible for your 
student’s high school education and experience.  
 
Registration: Our main office and the Annual Family Update (AFU) will open on July 27th. When 
Annual Family Update opens online again, you must update your student’s information via the 
DPS Parent Portal in order to register at Northfield.The Annual Family Update is located in the 
Parent Portal.  
 
The AFU will give you the option to select 100% remote learning or to attend in-person at 
Northfield (which, again, will begin remote until at least September 8). We recommend that you 
take your time to consider your options and wait to see how district and public health guidance 
emerges before committing to a plan for your student. We will update you as soon as we know 
more about our plans for the fall.  
 
To complete registration you will need proof of address, birth verification, and immunization 
records uploaded onto your student’s application. Students new to DPS and students who have 
recently moved into the neighborhood will need to complete the Residency Verification Form.  
 
If you have any questions, we kindly request that you reach out to us via email or phone 
(720-423-8000) and not come to campus, as we are trying to manage the flow of traffic to keep 
our staff safe. Most staff will be working remotely, and parents and students can only come on 
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campus with an appointment. You can reach our registrar, Candace Eckels, at 
candace_eckels@dpsk12.org or our office manager, Darlene Rosas, at 
darlene_rosas@dpsk12.org as needed. We will be posting more detailed information on our 
website (northfield.dpsk12.org) about the procedures for this. Many questions can be answered 
on our website - please take a look if you haven’t already!  
 
Calendar: We recognize that there will be changes to the published calendar, and we are 
working to identify those and update the calendar as we learn of changes. You can follow our 
calendar on our website’s homepage, along the right-hand side. The current start for remote 
learning is August 24. No other dates have changed AT THIS TIME, and we will update you 
when/if they do. We will publish our traditional school-year calendar later by early August once 
we have a firmer grasp on our plans. 
 
Scheduling: Our administrative team in conjunction with some of our teacher leaders have been 
diligently working to create robust plans for remote learning that can flex to in-person learning if 
we are able to safely return to classrooms. We expect these schedules to be available in 
mid-August, once our teachers have returned and have a chance to review them. 
 
At this time, based on DPS guidance, which applies to all traditional public schools in the district, 
our regular 8-course schedule will be reduced to six or fewer classes, and we are working out 
details of how that will look. Classes will be organized by student cohorts so that if we are able to 
return to in-person learning, we will minimize the number of contacts among students and staff. 
We are working to make cohorts of students less than the 120 maximum advised by the district. 
 
Not all electives that were previously offered will be offered, and students may not get the 
electives they chose in the spring due to concerns about disease transmission as well as issues 
around keeping kids safely in cohorts. We hope that you and your students will understand that 
decisions are being made with health and safety as the highest priority. School counselors will 
return on August 7th to answer questions about scheduling. 
 
DPS is awaiting guidance from the Colorado Dept. of Education on any changes to graduation 
credit requirements, and we will update with you that guidance once we have it. 
 
Students will be expected to attend online classes at the time that they are offered, which will 
be 4-5 days every week. In addition, teachers will offer optional office hour time blocks where 
students can get additional support for their learning. 
 
IB Courses: Our team is thoughtfully creating the best possible options we can for our IB 
Diploma Programme students. Mr. Wright will be in touch with our DP students with greater 
details on how the IB DP Programme will work this year, and it might require additional remote 
classes and/or independent study guided by teachers. 
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Social-Emotional Health: During this time when the social world is so different for our students, 
we want to make sure that they are connected and engaged as much as possible with teachers, 
peers and mental health resources. We will offer a short advisory period at the beginning of 
every day, where students will check in with the same teacher and group of peers and receive 
structured social-emotional support. Until at least September 8th, this advisory will meet remotely 
via Google Meets.  
 
Technology: As a MyTech one-to-one school, Northfield has already been well equipped to 
transition to remote learning. All returning Northfield students should have a school-issued 
Chromebook to continue to use this year for remote learning. If their device is malfunctioning, 
reach out to Ethan Hackley (ethan_hackley@dpsk12.org) for support. 
 
All new students will receive a Northfield-issued Chromebook for their use this year. If a student 
has a device from a previous school, we ask that they bring it in to exchange for one issued by 
us. New students should fill out this form to schedule the pick-up or exchange for a 
Northfield-issued chromebook. 
 
Students will use Schoology, Google Meets and other Google applications to engage with remote 
learning and the assignments from their teachers. 
 
Athletics: Our new Athletic Director, Adrian Green, is working closely with CHSAA and the 
district to make sure that student-athletes are able to practice safely during this time. He will 
communicate directly with families and through coaches about the ever-changing status of high 
school sports. You can reach him at adrian_green@dpsk12.org with specific questions. 
 
Communication: In addition to direct emails, our school will use a wide array of communication 
platforms to reach out to our community digitally during this time. We update our website 
regularly, send out a weekly newsletter via MailChimp, post on Facebook and Instagram and 
hope to soon roll out a new app. To connect with all these platforms, click here. 
 
Events: Traditionally, we love to connect our community with big events, like Back to School 
Night, Homecoming, athletic events and the Unity Run. Unfortunately, most of these will not be 
able to take place in the  large-scale, in-person way that they have in the past. Our team is 
working on creative ideas to promote school-wide community building - if you’d like to help, fill 
out the volunteer interest form here. For new incoming students, we are working to put together 
some remote opportunities to learn more about Northfield - and you can visit our website under 
“New Students” for more information. 
 
Volunteering: Many parents have expressed an interest in supporting Northfield, and the 
opportunities will look a little different this year than they have before. We are hoping to get our 

 

mailto:ethan_hackley@dpsk12.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsZ9b-Stcz6yR95J5B7Cv-UU7P_mPJSFgNDSh7poheog0MEg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:adrian_green@dpsk12.org
http://northfield.dpsk12.org/about-us/weekly-newsletter-archive/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSednNiwvpGqJ0ZsTPOovbU1wjLtfRQyVybCpn_fZgDnDFGDyg/viewform?usp=sf_link


Page 4 of 4 
23 July 2020 

 
students more connected with the world around them this year, creating opportunities for them to 
connect with service learning organizations in the community. If you can help with this or with 
other important projects - fundraising, school ambassadors, critical needs, etc. - please take a 
minute and fill out this volunteer interest form. 
 
Freshman Academy: Ninth Grade Academy is still scheduled to be held remotely from August 
3-6. Please see this link from our website for more information about Freshman Academy. 
Questions can be directed to Kyle Murray (kyle_murray@dpsk12.org). 
 
Miscellaneous: We have received questions about many matters that are usually important at 
the beginning of the school year.  At this time, there is no need to worry about parking, school 
supplies, picture days, student I.D.s, lunch plans, textbooks, or locker assignments. When 
we have more information about the possibility of returning to in-person school, we will share 
those details as we receive them.  
 
We recognize that the many unknowns of our current situation create a great deal of anxiety for 
parents and students alike. Please know that we, along with the district and state health experts, 
are making decisions with the best interests of our students in mind. I have faith that we will work 
together as a community, holding grace for each other, to make the most of the challenging 
situation before us. We will continue to update our families as we learn more from the district. 
Thank you, again, for your patience and understanding. 
 
-Amy Bringedahl 
Principal, Northfield High School 
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